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Kenneth E. Haggin: The Art of Intercession

Intercession is a powerful spiritual discipline that allows believers to communicate with God on
behalf of others. Among the many voices that have emphasized its significance, Kenneth E. Haggin
stands out as a profound teacher and advocate of the art of intercession. His teachings highlight
how intercession can transform lives, strengthen faith, and bring about divine intervention. This
article explores the depths of Kenneth E. Haggin?s insights into intercession, offering practical
guidance and biblical foundations to deepen your prayer life.

Understanding the Concept of Intercession

Before delving into Haggin?s teachings, it?s essential to grasp what intercession entails.
Intercession is more than mere prayer; it?s an active standing in the gap for others, beseeching
God?s mercy, grace, and intervention.

What is Intercession?

Intercession involves:

- Praying fervently on behalf of someone else
- Interacting with God?s compassion and justice
- Partnering with the Holy Spirit to discern divine needs
- Persistently seeking God?s intervention in various situations

The Biblical Foundation of Intercession

Kenneth E. Haggin emphasizes that intercession is deeply rooted in Scripture. Key biblical examples
include:

- Abraham interceding for Sodom (Genesis 18:22-33)
- Moses pleading for Israel (Exodus 32:11-14)
- Jesus praying for His disciples and the world (John 17)
- The Apostle Paul?s prayers for the churches (Ephesians 1:15-23)
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Haggin notes that these instances demonstrate a pattern: intercession involves heartfelt
communication with God, driven by love and concern for others.

The Heart of Kenneth E. Haggin?s Teachings on Intercession

Kenneth E. Haggin?s approach emphasizes that effective intercession is both a privilege and a
responsibility for believers. He teaches that intercession is not merely about asking but about
aligning one?s heart with God?s purposes.

Key Principles from Haggin?s Teaching

- Intercession is rooted in relationship: A close walk with God enables believers to pray with
authority and clarity.

- Intercession requires persistence: Effective prayer often involves continual pleading and
unwavering faith.

- Listening to the Holy Spirit: Intercessors must be sensitive to divine guidance and revelations.
- Compassion fuels prayer: Genuine concern for others' well-being drives effective intercession.
- Faith and expectation: Believing that God hears and answers is vital for impactful intercession.

Haggin underscores that intercession is a spiritual warfare, where believers stand in spiritual
authority against the forces of darkness.

Practical Steps to Develop the Art of Intercession

Building upon Haggin?s insights, here are practical steps to cultivate effective intercessory prayer:

1. Cultivate a Personal Relationship with God

- Spend quality time in prayer and worship.
- Read and meditate on Scripture to understand God?s heart.
- Develop a sensitivity to the Holy Spirit?s voice.

2. Pray with Compassion and Love

- Identify with the needs of others.
- Let your concern motivate persistent prayer.
- Avoid superficial or mechanical praying; engage your heart.
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3. Use Biblical Promises as Foundations

- Stand on scriptures that relate to the needs you?re praying for.
- Declare God?s promises confidently.

4. Practice Persistent Prayer

- Don?t give up easily; continue to pray with faith.
- Keep a prayer journal to track requests and answers.

5. Listen for Divine Guidance

- Be attentive to impressions, visions, or scriptures that come during prayer.
- Seek the Holy Spirit?s leading in how to pray specifically.

6. Engage in Corporate Intercession

- Join prayer groups and intercessory teams.
- Partner with others to amplify prayer impact.

The Power and Impact of Intercession

Kenneth E. Haggin teaches that intercession can lead to tangible results?personal transformation,
breakthroughs in situations, and revival in communities.

Examples of Impact

- Breaking spiritual strongholds over individuals or regions
- Healing and restoring broken relationships
- Bringing salvation to the lost through persistent prayer
- Experiencing divine provision and protection

Haggin emphasizes that intercession aligns believers with God?s divine plan, unlocking His power
on earth.

Overcoming Challenges in Intercession
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Like any spiritual discipline, intercession comes with challenges. Kenneth E. Haggin offers
encouragement and practical advice to overcome common obstacles:

Common Challenges

- Spiritual fatigue or discouragement
- Feeling ineffective or unanswered prayers
- Distractions and lack of focus during prayer
- Balancing intercession with personal life

Strategies to Overcome Challenges

- Maintain a consistent prayer schedule
- Renew your mind with scriptures and worship
- Seek accountability and encouragement from fellow intercessors
- Remember that persistence is key; trust in God?s timing

Intercession as a Lifestyle

Kenneth E. Haggin advocates that intercession should not be a sporadic activity but a continuous
lifestyle. This involves:

- Living with a prayerful attitude in daily life
- Being alert to divine opportunities to pray for others
- Interceding in faith for nations, leaders, and the church
- Maintaining humility, recognizing the privilege of prayer

By integrating intercession into everyday life, believers become channels of God?s grace and
power.

Conclusion: Embracing the Art of Intercession

Kenneth E. Haggin?s teachings remind us that intercession is a divine gift?an art that can be
cultivated through prayer, faith, and obedience. It?s a sacred partnership with God that can bring
about miraculous change, both in individuals and in the world. As you deepen your understanding
and practice of intercession, you participate in God?s eternal plan, becoming a vital instrument of
His love and justice.
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Remember, effective intercession begins with a sincere heart, a love for others, and a commitment
to seek God?s face persistently. Embrace this spiritual discipline with humility and faith, knowing
that your prayers can move mountains and transform lives. Let Kenneth E. Haggin?s insights inspire
you to become a dedicated intercessor, standing in the gap and partnering with God for His glorious
purposes.
 
Kenneth E. Haggin: The Art of Intercession is a compelling exploration into the spiritual discipline of
prayer, specifically focusing on the powerful practice of intercession. As a foundational work for
believers seeking a deeper understanding of prayer's role in Christian life, Haggin's teachings offer
both theological insight and practical guidance. This review delves into the core themes of the book,
analyzing its strengths, weaknesses, and the enduring relevance of its message for contemporary
Christians.

Overview of "The Art of Intercession"

Kenneth E. Haggin?s "The Art of Intercession" is a comprehensive manual that emphasizes the
significance of prayer as a vital tool for spiritual growth, divine intervention, and community
transformation. At its core, the book advocates for a proactive, faith-filled approach to prayer,
encouraging believers to embrace intercession not merely as a duty but as a dynamic expression of
love and obedience to God.

Haggin?s writing is rooted in biblical principles, drawing heavily from Scripture to illustrate the
potency of intercession. The book aims to equip Christians with the understanding and confidence
needed to approach God boldly, standing in the gap for others and for the world.

Key Themes and Concepts

The Biblical Foundation of Intercession

Haggin begins by establishing a solid biblical foundation, referencing figures like Abraham, Moses,
Daniel, and Jesus Christ as exemplary intercessors. He underscores that intercession is woven into
the fabric of biblical narrative, illustrating that prayer is not a passive act but an active engagement
with God's purposes. The author emphasizes that intercession is rooted in the love of God and His
desire for relationship and redemption.

The Heart of a True Intercessor

A significant portion of the book explores the qualities and spiritual posture required for effective
intercession. Haggin describes the intercessor as someone who:
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- Possesses a compassionate heart
- Maintains humility and dependence on God
- Is persistent and unwavering in prayer
- Has a deep understanding of God's promises and will

This section encourages believers to cultivate humility, patience, and faith as essential virtues for
intercession.

The Power and Effectiveness of Intercession

Haggin advocates that intercession is not merely a spiritual exercise but a divine partnership that
can influence circumstances, nations, and even the course of history. He highlights testimonies and
biblical examples where intercessory prayer led to miraculous outcomes, reinforcing the belief that
prayer can align earthly events with divine will.

Practical Guidance on Intercession

Developing a Lifestyle of Intercession

The book offers practical steps to integrate intercession into daily life, such as:

- Setting aside dedicated prayer times
- Keeping a prayer journal to track needs and answered prayers
- Using Scripture to guide prayers
- Engaging in corporate prayer with others

Haggin emphasizes that consistency and discipline are key to cultivating a vibrant prayer life.

Overcoming Common Obstacles

Many believers face challenges like distraction, doubt, or spiritual fatigue. Haggin addresses these
issues with strategies such as:

- Focusing on God's promises to build faith
- Maintaining spiritual alertness through worship and fasting
- Praying in the Spirit to overcome language barriers and doubts
- Relying on the Holy Spirit for guidance and strength

Types of Intercession
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The book delineates various forms of intercession, including:

- Supplicatory intercession (asking on behalf of others)
- Warfare prayer (standing against spiritual opposition)
- Intercession for nations and leaders
- Personal intercession for inner transformation

Understanding these different facets allows believers to approach prayer with intentionality and
diversity.

Strengths of "The Art of Intercession"

- Biblical Depth and Scriptural Support: Haggin?s reliance on Scripture provides a solid
theological foundation, making the teachings credible and rooted in God's Word.

- Practical Application: The book is rich with actionable steps, making it accessible for both new
and seasoned believers.

- Emphasis on Spiritual Growth: It encourages believers to develop humility, faith, and
perseverance, which are crucial for effective intercession.

- Inspiring Testimonies: Real-life stories and biblical examples serve to motivate and reinforce the
effectiveness of prayer.

Weaknesses and Criticisms

While the book is highly regarded, some critiques include:

- Lack of Depth in Theological Nuance: For advanced readers, some sections may seem
superficial or lacking in theological complexity.

- Overemphasis on the Power of Prayer: Critics argue that the book occasionally overstates the
immediate impact of intercessory prayer without sufficiently addressing the complexities of divine
sovereignty.

- Limited Address of Spiritual Warfare Nuances: While warfare prayer is discussed, some readers
may desire a more comprehensive guide on spiritual warfare strategies.

- Cultural Context: The book reflects a particular evangelical perspective, which may not resonate
with all Christian traditions or cultural backgrounds.

Features and Unique Aspects
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- Focus on Intercessory Prayer as a Ministry: Haggin highlights the role of intercession not just as
individual prayer but as a communal and ministry activity.

- Encouragement for Personal Transformation: The book emphasizes that effective intercession
begins with personal spiritual health and sanctification.

- Use of Prayer Models: Practical prayer models and frameworks are provided to help believers
structure their intercession effectively.

- Holistic Approach: It integrates emotional, spiritual, and practical components, acknowledging
that intercession is a multi-faceted discipline.

Conclusion: Relevance and Impact

Kenneth E. Haggin?s "The Art of Intercession" remains a valuable resource for Christians seeking to
deepen their prayer life and understand the divine implications of intercession. Its biblical grounding,
combined with practical advice, makes it accessible and applicable across various contexts. The
book encourages believers to see prayer as a vital ministry that aligns them with God's purposes on
earth.

Despite some limitations in theological depth and scope, the core message?that intercession is a
powerful, love-driven act that can transform lives and nations?resonates strongly. For those
committed to pursuing a more profound prayer life, this book serves as both a guide and an
inspiration.

In a world facing unprecedented challenges, the call to intercede is more urgent than ever.
Haggin?s teachings remind believers that through persistent, faith-filled prayer, they can participate
in God's redemptive work, standing in the gap with confidence and hope. Whether used for personal
growth or communal prayer initiatives, "The Art of Intercession" offers timeless principles that
continue to inspire and equip believers for effective intercession.

Final Verdict:

An essential read for believers eager to understand and practice biblical intercession with faith and
effectiveness.
 

 QuestionAnswer Who was Kenneth E. Haggin and what is his contribution to the art of
intercession? Kenneth E. Haggin was a renowned Christian minister and author known for his
teachings on prayer and intercession. He emphasized the importance of effective intercessory
prayer as a powerful tool for spiritual breakthrough and societal change. What are the key principles
outlined by Kenneth E. Haggin in 'The Art of Intercession'? Haggin's key principles include
understanding the authority of the believer, praying in alignment with God's will, persistent prayer,
and developing a deep intimacy with God to effectively intercede for others. How does Kenneth E.
Haggin suggest believers should prepare themselves for effective intercession? He recommends
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believers cultivate a lifestyle of prayer, repentance, and intimacy with God, along with studying
scripture and listening to the Holy Spirit to align their prayers with God's purposes. What role does
faith play in Kenneth E. Haggin's approach to intercession? Faith is central in Haggin's teachings; he
emphasizes trusting in God's promises and believing that intercessory prayers will be answered
according to God's will and timing. Are there specific biblical examples that Kenneth E. Haggin
references in his teachings on intercession? Yes, Haggin often refers to biblical figures like
Abraham, Moses, and Daniel, highlighting their persistent and faith-filled prayers as models for
effective intercession. How does Kenneth E. Haggin address the challenges faced in intercessory
prayer? He advises believers to remain persistent, guard against discouragement, pray with
humility, and trust that God is working even when answers are not immediately visible. What
practical steps does Kenneth E. Haggin recommend for developing a consistent intercession
practice? He suggests setting aside dedicated prayer times, keeping a prayer journal, praying with
others for mutual encouragement, and studying scripture to deepen understanding and faith. How
has Kenneth E. Haggin's teaching influenced contemporary intercession practices? His teachings
have inspired many believers to approach intercession with greater faith, strategic prayer, and a
deeper understanding of spiritual authority, impacting prayer ministries worldwide. Where can one
find Kenneth E. Haggin?s teachings on 'The Art of Intercession' for further study? His teachings can
be found in his books, sermons, and ministry resources available through Christian bookstores,
online platforms, and spiritual training programs dedicated to prayer and intercession. 
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